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Executive Summary

Because of the French Navy limitations, the in situ sampling will be performed offshore of
Nice.

Departure from La Seyne is anticipated Thursday night, beginning around 20:00, with an
overnight transfer to Nice.

Special notice: Strong wind probability (threshold 70km/h) from friday night to saturday
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1 Maps interpretation

1.1 AVISO, MOOSE radar and FSLE

There is good agreement between AVISO-derived FSLE and tracers patterns. A retention zone
is detected by Okubo-Weiss dispersion criterion at (8◦W43.1◦N).

1.2 MyOCEAN CHL

No VIIRS CHL data are available for the last three days due to the cloud coverage.
A local maximum of Chlorophylle-a in the most recent MODIS data (23/10/15) corresponds
with the retention zone.

1.3 MyOCEAN SST

No L3 SST data available due to the cloud coverage for the last threes days.
L4 SST shows a temperature minimum probably corresponding with the retention zone detected
with Okubo-Weiss dispersion parameter, but these data are of questionable quality.

1.4 AVHRR pseudo-SST

Not available today.

1.5 SYMPHONIE model

SYMPHONIE model shows a eddy structure along the coast (7.5◦W43.5◦N) which confirm SST
stain observed in L3 SST of 23/10/2015.

1.6 Mars3D-ECO3M model

Not yet available.

1.7 WRF model

Not yet available.

1.7.1 Friday 30/10 forecast

Possibly heavy cloud cover in the morning near the Alpes-Maritimes/Var coast, as well as off-
shore. No precipitation is anticipated. Partly cloudy skies continue but begin to clear by late
morning, with some sunshine expected.

Wind: Well-developed North-east winds between the mainland and Corsica. Near the
Varoises coasts and the Cote dâĂŹAzur, primarily east winds, less than 10km/hr. In the Lig-
uria region, East-Northeasterly wind will strengthen in the early afternoon, possibly reaching 50
km/hr and up to 70-80km/hr by late afternoon.

Overnight from Friday to Saturday, winds will continue to strengthen, up to 80 km/hr offshore
with 50km/hr nearshore.

1.7.2 Saturday 31/10 forecast

Dry, sunny conditions with no predicted precipitation.

Wind: The North-easterly winds from the previous evening should persist throughout the day,
reaching maximum velocities of 70km/hr offshore between the mainland and Corsia, around
50/60 km/hr by the coast (along an axis between the Iles du Levant and Cannes).
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2 Strategy

2.1 Glider

Glider SEA007 has been deployed, with the same planned survey as discussed in yesterday’s
bulletin.

2.2 Cruise day 0 - Thurs. 29

Mobilization at La Seyne from MIO campus, with a departure to Nice in the evening.

2.3 Cruise day 1 - Fri. 30

At 08:00, Tethys II will leave Nice and approach an intersection with the Jason satellite 9 track
at around 11:30, labeled T1. This will be followed by an along-track MVP transect (if weather
permits) from T1 to T2, ending at 15:30. Afterwards, the ship will move inshore towards T3
along the border of ZoneX-24, allowing for equipment tests with a scheduled arrival time of 19:43.
Subsequently, in order to enter ZoneX-24 after midnight for another satellite trace, the ship will
be repositioned to T4.

2.4 Next few days

Along-satellite track sampling for as long as possible, depending upon weather. If needed, the
ship will reposition closer to the coast for further sampling.
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OSCAHR project webpages

https://www.mio.univ-amu.fr/d̃oglioli/OSCAHR/

Near-real time data are provided by AVISO, NASA-Oceancolor, MyOceans, the MOOSE HF
radar and the output of the numerical models Mars3D-ECO3M, Symphonie and WRF.
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